OUNT VESUVIUS, the most
famous voleano In the world's
history, which, as every school-
boy knows, destroyed the cities of Pom-
pell and Herenlaneum, Is again In ernp-
tion and great alarm is felt for the safe-
ty of life and property in the vicinity

M

of thie voleano, The flow of lava goes
on unchecked, and if the eruption con-
tinues on the alarming seale it has
lately reached it will cause frightful
misery and Immense damage. The lava
torrent near the crater, wiaich has n
width of half n mile, divides Into three
principal streams, each seventy to
eighty yards wide. These as they pour

A NEW FISSURE.

down the mountain side, agnin sub-
divide into numerous smaller sireams.
They advance at the rate of forty yarnds
an hour, submerging everything in
their path, searing the vegetation In the
vicinity as though fire had passed over
it. An enormous quantity of lava keeps
pouring out of the crater. It has flled
Netrana valley, a deep ravine, and ash-
es lie several inches thick fora long dis-
tance down the sides of the mountain
and on the adjacent villages. The in-
habitants of these villages are in a
state of suspense, not knowing what

moment the voleano may burst forth in
all its fory and bury them the same as
it did the inhabitants of Tompell over
1,800 years ago.

The slope of the mountain is one of!
the most thickly populated distriets In
the world., The fertility of the soll

Nnples, the largest ciiy of Italy. and
overlooks the Bay of Naples. At its
base Vesuviug is thirty miles in ¢irciam.
ference. 1ts height varies after its eruap-
north side is a lofty, semi-clrenlar eliff,
called Monte Somima, which has a pre-
historic crater. It is separated from
the netive voleuno by n deep valley sev-
eral hundred feet wide,

The Vesuvius of the anclents was a
truneated cone, with a base of eizht
or nine miles and a helght of 4,000 feet,
At its summit was a depressed plain,
three miles in diameter. On this plain
Spartacus, the gladiator, fought Clau-
dius Puleher. There Is no record of an
eruption of Vesuvius prior to A, I, 78,
although the Iatter-day sclentists have
proved that It must have been factive
before that time. At the beglnning of
the Christian era the sides of the Ves-
uvius were covered with fields and
vines, and its erater was overgrown
with wild grapes, 1t is certain that the
people living near it at that time had
not the slightest idea that It was an ac-
tive voleano, for the writings of Pliny
the Younger and Tacltus show thar it
gave warning for thirteen years before
the great eruption. There were a ser-
les of earthquakes and tremendous sels-
mie disturbances.

The great historic eruption took place
In August, 79 years after Christ. The
lava poured down the mountain side in
tremendons streams and burfed Hercen-
laneam; at the west base; Pompeli, on
the southeast side; Stabine, on the
south side, and Castellamare, which
was beyond Stablae. These cities were
Inundated and forgotten until centuries
after, when the remains were dug up
and gave the moderns a perfect insight
into the manners and customs of the
time of the big eruption, For centuries
Vesuvius was quiet. People who lived
about it forgot that It had once buried
cities and killed thousands. Again did
vines cover the crater and its sides
whre cultivated fields. 'There hiad heen
six months of earthquakes, but these
were not accepted as a warning.

Vesuvius burst forth in mighty fury

MOUNT VESUVIUS.

Is unsurpassed, four crops a year being
gardened in the best parts. |
The spectacle at night is one of In- ‘
desceribable grandever, and travelers
from all parts of Europe flock to =ee
the voleano In action. The faint, pal-
pitating glow that nominally marks the |
great erater is exchanged for a vivid |
tongue of light, colored at times alinost
like a rninbow, illuminating the heav-
ens and refleeted with exquisite effect
in the waters of the bay. These mani-
festations are accompanied by deep

rumblings and thunderous subterran- |

ON THE EDGE OF THE CREATER.

tions, but the average Is about 4.000
feet. Its great crater Is some 2,000 feet
in dinmeter and about 500 feet deep.
It consists of two distinet parts. The
enn exploslons, followed Ly gZreat out-
pourings of lava and ashes. The fresh
lava streams moving down the moun-
taln side, steadily encroaching more
and wmore on the cultivated regions,
bave already caused extensive loss.
Beveral new craters lhave appeared
areund the central one, and from these
the lava also fows.

Mount Vesuvius Yes elght miles from

 and

| timated
| lives.

| eurred in 1770,

on December 16, 1631, suddenly and
unexpectedly, It continued until Feb-
ruary, 1632 There was a tremendous
flow of lava mingled with water, re-
sulting from the welting of the snow

mud.  Torre Annunziata. Torre

el Greco, Resina and Portia were al-

most  wholly destroyed, and It Is es-
that 18,000 people lost their
There was another ergption in
i, bt only ashes and steam, which
formed mud torrents. cane forth,

One of the very graml eruptions oc-
Huge stonss were pro-
Jeetedl several thousand feet into the

1

| planting, which is during the months

, tlonal farm help and coming at a time

alr In a ¢lond of white vapor, with |
large masses of molten rock, Huge

streams of lava poured down the moun-
tain side, earrying death and destrue-
tion. In 1794 it burst forth asain and
Torre del Greco was once more des-
troyerl.  In Oectober 1822 an outbreak
ruprured the top of the cone, making
a erater three miles o cirenmference
and 1. feet deep.

Since this thne |

Vesuvius has gever been wholly quler. !

Eruptions have oceurred  perlodically,
of wore or less violence, In 1855 luva
flowed for twenty-seven days, destroy-
Ing miles of cultivated fields and many
housesg, but the people fled In tlme to
save thelr lives.

There were eruptions |

in 1858 and In 1861, whieh were of little |

consequence. There were greater flows
of Iava In 1867 and agaln In 1872, The
eroption in the Iatter year was very
violent. the streets of Naples belng cov-
ered Inches deep with a# black sand.
There have been other eruptions sinee
that time, which have done
less damage. but none has been of great
importance.

“How de you manage to keep »o
friendly with Mrs Tiff? asked Mra
Teeters of Miss Twitters. *1 never use
her telephone,” replled the astote
young lady.—Judge.
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IN THE BROOMCORN BELT.

Crop Provea Profitable in Certain
Paris of Illinols.

The busy day for the broomeorn
grower Is harvest time. The time ox- |
tends from the 1st of August until Oet.
1. This is arrnnged by the time of |

of May and June. The farmer plants
his broomcorn =o that it will ripen at
different times during the harvesting
period. Great judgment must be used
In cutting or harvesting it. 1f It Is cut
before ready it will not weigh well and
the fiber Is not up to standard. Then |
If It is mpe, or nearly so, it will be
eolored and that will detract Trom the
price. The ground 15 ployed and thor-
oughly pulerized before planting, The
cultivating is after the manoer of In-
dinn corn. When ready to harvest the
farmer gathers his foree.

A man walks between two rows
breaking the stalks aml laying them
across each other so as to form a ta-
ble about three feer high. A man
passes along on each side of the table
and cuts off the hends or tops of the |
broomeorn.  From four to eight inches
of the stalk is left with each head. The
tool used for cutting broomeorn is a
knife similar to the ordinary shoe
knife. The breaking of these tables |
gerves two purposes. It places the
heads in position so they may be cut |
off readily and form a place to lay the
heads. Four rows of hends are placed
on each table., Teaums pass through
the field between 1the table rows and
the corn is loaded and haunled to the
thrashing place. IHere it is placed on
long tables, which extend to the seeder,
On these wbles It is stralghtensd out
und placed on a earrier belt, which ¢ar-
rles it through the seeder. From the
seeder it is carried to a barn or shed
prepared with shelving, where [t Is |
seattered our and left to dry from twu!
to four week=., When sufficiently dry it
I placed in bales of 200 to 300 pounds
each.

It requires a large amount of addi-

stlll. Im reply, she was told to “shut
up,” and then followed a perfect volley
of abuse out of one of the windows.
The lady retired Into her house, and

| the next day had the man arresied.

His defense was that he had not said
a word, but the parrot had, and, of
course, he had no control over the
volee of the bird. He added. that, since
the magistrate seemed skeptical, he had
broupght the parrot Into court. and
would have It give an exhibition of its
powers, This thie parrot proeeeded to
do, and In one minutes insulted every-
body In the room. The magistrate
promptly dismissed the case, but told
the man that such a rascally bird onght
to be sirangled on general principles,

ANCIENT STATUS OF ACTORS.

They Were Classed Among ‘"Rogues,
Vagubonds and Sturdy Beggars "
There I a common ldea that actors

are by law considered as vagabonds,

the historie basis being a contempli-
tion of the statutes regarding vagran-
¢y, These statutes, crade and general
in terms as were all or most of the
early enactments, having been maidde
and renewed between the twenty-thivd
year of Edward 111 and the fifth year
of Queen Elizabeth, were variously re-
pealed amd consolldated In 1572, the

act being the 14th Elizabeth, chapter 5,

In this act strolling players unlicensed

are certainly classed among “‘rogues,

vagabonds and sturdie beggars,” who
are In the preamible of the act termed

“ontrageons enpemies to the common

weall,” the penaliy on convietion being

“that then immediatelie he or she shall

be adjudged to be grievouslie whipped

and burnt through the gristle of the
right earve with a hot yron of the com-
passe of an inch about"—a punishment
only to be abated by some responsible
householder taking him, or her, Into
service for a full year under proper rec-

ognizance. A second offense became n

felony.

The cause of the act “expressing
what person and persons shall bee so

BROOM CORN HARVEST OF ILLINOIS,
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of the year when the farm work of
other kinds is slick a great body of
men from the adjoining country flocks
to the broomcorn fields. The broom
manufacturer visits the farmer and
purchasers the crop. Sometimes he de-
pends upon a broomeorn broker. It is
s0ld by the farmer at so much per ton.
The price varies from §50 to $100 per
tom. A ton s the product of from two
to three aeres. In recent years a large
part Is manufactured in the broom-
sorn belt, This broomeorn belt covers
but a small part of Illinois. It extendds
from Neoga on the south to Tuscola on
the north, and from Shelbyville on the
west to 'uris on the east. Broomcorn
I8 not the exclusive crop in this belt,
for other crops are grown,

A F Ir Unier tanding.

A few years ago. 4 young man from
just across the Connectient, who was
tending the village academy, became
sadly infeeted with the notion that all
the maidens were In love with him.
While in this state of mind it fell to his
lot one evening to see Mlss H. safely to
her father's domicile. On arriving at
the door, the lady invited him to enter.
He did so. After a few moments’ con-
versation he arose to leave, and as Miss
H. was showing him to the door, she
innocently enough remarked that she
would be pleased to see him again.
Here was an oceasion for the exercise
of Jonathan's cournge and moral prin-
ciple. Expanding himself to his tallest
height, with a graceful but determined
inclination of the head, he replied:

“1 should be happy, milss, to call as a
friend, but not as a feller!”

In Just One Minute.

An educated parrot gave rise to a
Inw sult In Montana, recently. The
man that owned the parrot was making
a great deal of noise In his house one
night, and a lady who lived next door,

becoming annoyed, asked him to kesn

extended within this . branch to be
rogues, vagabonds, and sturdie beg-
gars” includes the following: “Pre-
tended proctors. gamesters, persons
‘faining themselves to have knowledge
in phisnomie, palmestrie, or other
abussd sclences.’ quasi-labourers who
will not work, unlicensed jugglers, ped-
fars, tinkers, pettle chapmen. counter-
feetours, and users of licenses and
passports, shipmen pretending losses at
sen.” The following inclusion deals di-
rectly with the subject of actors: *All
fencers, beare wardes, common play-
ers In Interludes, and minstrels, not be-
longing to any baron of the realme, or
towards any honourable personage of
greater degree * * *  which shall
wander abroad and have not licenses
of two Justices of the peace of the least,
whereof one bee of the gquornum where
and In what shire they shall happen to
wander."—The Nineteenth Century.

Copper in Maine,

Maine is agnin to enter the st of
copper mining States, The deposits,
which are numerous and valuable,
were worked more than twenty-five
yedars ago, but a sudden decline in the
price of copper made them unprofit-
able; lmproved and cheapened method
of production ls the cause of resump
tion of work.

Flogging a8 a Cure.

A Scotch doctor proposed a flogging
as a cure for habltual drunkards be-
fore the British Medico-Psychological
Soclety of Edinburgh. For the “alco-
holle erave” he suggested as & remedy
blistering and the application of plas-
ters, and for “the plea of heredity” that
a man should be flogged within an [nch
ot his life every time he took a drink.

The Husband—"My dear, did you get
any good from the sermon to-day?"
The Wife—*I did; 1 am fully convinced
that I might be worse than I am."—

A crop of sprains and bruises is har-
ested from ontdoor sports. The cure
3 the crop St. Jacobs 0il delights in
8 the trinumph of the season, the one
hat beats the record.

Fearless Men.

There is a condition possible to soms
‘ew souls that if not really the highest
stiribute of bumanity would be chosen
by mest men of noble mold were selec-
tion possible. It is the nnawed tran-

uillity, the absolute inability to fear, /

that some men, not many, possess, or
rather, one shonld say, by which some
men are possessed. An instance of sach
sournge on a low plane is that of Po-
temkin kicking aside the bloody head
of his predecessor as he stepped to the
block, an act almost indelicate enough
to be humorous, yet withal significans
of an iron nerve.

Somewhere in the late seventies an-
other Russian, but this time n savant,
gave o proof of what Iength a rapt in-’
tensity of purpose will carry a man to.
In order to make good his theory that a
suicide may be deliberate and unrepent-
ing he subjected himself to bideous tor-
turs, ending in death, but under such
circumstauces that be might have re-
linquished his design at any stage of
its progress. He lay on his back upon a
bedstend from which he had stripped
all the clothing, witha lamp placed uz-
derneath him so that the flame just
touched his epine, rising st intervals to
make notes, which were afterward pub-
lished. They show a calm spirit of re-
search and are slightly trinmphant in
tone, thoogh touched into high relief
once or twice by an expression of an-
guish.—F. Foster in North American
Revigw.

THE EXCELLENCE 6F SYRUP OF FIGS

is due not only to the originality and
simplicity of the eombination, but also
to the care and skill with which it is
manufactured by scientific processes
known to the Canrronsta Fie Syiup
Co. only, and we wish to impress upon
all the importance of purchasing the
true and original remedy. As
genuine Syrup of Figsis manufnctum
by the CavrronNia Fio Syrue G
only, a knowledge of that fact will
assist one in avoiding the worthless
imitations manufactured by other par-
ties. The high standing of the Carnr-
FoRNIA Fie Syuve Co. with the medi-
cal profession. and the satisfaction
which the genuine Syrup of Figs has
given to millions of families, makes
the name of the Company a guaranty
of the excellence of its remedy. It is
far in advance of all other Iaxatives,
as it acts on the kidneys, liver and
bowels without irritating or weaken-
ing them, and it does not gripe nor
nauseate. Inordertogetits beneficial
effects, please remember the name of
the Company —

CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO.

SAN FRANCISOO, Cal
LOUISVILLE. Ky. NEW YORK, N. Y.

14 Sansome St.. San Francisto, Cal.

ASSETS, $1.081.492.43 CAPITAL PAID IN §1,704,1560,08"
Small and large sums received, In single pay-

ment or installment. Interest 6 rer cent per

annum, paid semi-annuanlly. rorrespond-

ence solicited.
* &
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24 128 Market Street,
Sun Francisco, Cal.

330 S. Spring Stre
Los A.n‘ielm. Cal.
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Cut-Rate Druggists

We Save You 25 to 50 per cent on
all Drugs, Medicines, Rubber Goods, Trusses.
Send for 100 page price Hlst.

FREE! FREE!

On all orders of $1.00 or more, we will In-
clude an ounce of Raymond s Fragrant Sachet
Powder worth 50c, free of charge providing
you cut this advertisement out and send
with order.

We Pay the Freight
On all orders within 100 miles of our store,
uwdwmuwn.l:nwmmm-
accompanies the order.

+
Thompson’s Dandelion and Celery Tonle
7
60

Hood's, Aver.s orJoy's Sarsaparilla. . .
Paine’s Celery Compound

Dr. Buker's Honduras :inii\pnﬂlla N 75
Seott's Emulsion - . 70
Carter's or Thompson s Liver Pills . 5

New vork ElasticTrusses. . . .. "
Epsom Salts or Sulphur, per pound. |

Write For Catalogue--Free.
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